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Every choice we make in life comes with some kind of consequence. Loans 

come with payments; credit cards come with interest; and sin comes with a 

curse.  

A vast majority of people today fail to live in the scope of true reality. They 

live as though the reality of life is only limited to what they see in the 

moment, what they want, or the cultural norm around them. They fail to 

recognize that every action has consequences that are ultimately determined 

by God and not by the current trends of men.  

There is an immense void of knowledge and understanding in the church 

today and certainly in the world regarding God’s expectations that have 

clearly been laid out in His Word. As a result so many people go through life 

just seeking momentary gratification, not realizing that the quality of their 

life is ultimately determined not by what makes them happy in the moment 

but God’s favor or disfavor in their lives.  

In today’s passage we are going to see that how we live can either result in 

God’s blessing or curses.  

Deuteronomy 27-28 describes a renewal of the covenant between God and 

His people. Deut. 27 gives instructions as to how the people are to renew 

their covenant with the Lord once they enter the promised land.  

Because the consequences of God’s law are inescapable, we must set our 

hearts on full obedience. 

Deut. 27calls for 4 expressions of renewing the covenant between God and His 

people:  

1. A charge to obey expressed a call to faithful living                   

(Deut. 27:1, 9 -10) 

The charge is given in vs. 1: “Keep all the commandments which I 

command you today.”  

Just a few verses earlier in 26:16, Moses said, “This day the Lord 

your God commands you to do these statutes and ordinances. You 

shall therefore be careful to do them with all your heart and with all 

your soul.”  

The call to obedience in Deut./Bible is never satisfied with half-

hearted living. This is not a “do the best you can” speech which is 

the principle that most of us prefer to live by. 

To “keep all the commandments” (27:1) “with all your heart and 

with all your soul” means that the focus and passion of your life is to 

please the Lord. It means that all of life is purified through the filter 

of God’s perspective rather than our own. This means that simply 

having a religious category in your life is insufficient. Your pursuit 

of God must permeate your family life, relationships, work, 

entertainment, and your financial decisions, parenting.  

Verses 9-10 reveal a key insight regarding obedience. Obedience is 

born out of our very identity as the people of God. We obey Him 

because we belong to Him. When we lose sight of our identity, that 

we belong to God, our obedience will wane because we begin to live 

as though we simply belong to ourselves. This is especially pressing 

for New Testament believers: “Christ died for all so that those who 

live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and 

rose again on their behalf” (2 Cor. 5:15).  

Obedience that flows out of a whole-hearted love for God, who has 

rescued us from the deadly dominion of our sin, should be the 

dominant theme in your life.  

2. Engraved pillars expressed the stipulations of the covenant     

(Deut. 27:2-4) 

As soon as the people crossed over the Jordan River, one of the first 

things they were to do was to set up a permanent stone monument 

coated in lime that enabled them to engrave all the words of God’s 

law. The purpose for this is given in vs. 3: “so that you may enter the 

land which the Lord your God gives you…” They were not to 

presume that they could take possession of the land in their own 



strength or with a casual attitude toward the Lord. The most 

important factor in successfully taking possession of the land and 

enjoying its benefits was to have God’s favor. Obedience to God’s 

law was essential because disobedience would spoil God’s favor.  

It’s essential for you to grasp that the most important factor 

regarding the quality and effectiveness of your life is not your 

education, income, skills, ability, or knowledge, but walking in the 

favor and blessing of God through a life love-saturated obedience.  

Here’s my burden: We have a multitude of people today who 

identify themselves as Christians and yet they give little if any 

consideration to God’s perspective of how they think about, money 

or possessions, sexuality, relationships, or the purpose of their lives. 

They are blind people groping around in the middle of the day 

wondering why they are not experiencing the joy and blessing of 

God.  

In as much as the law of God was engraved in stone monuments, so 

the word of God must be written in our hearts.  

3. Altar and sacrifices  expressed the grace of this covenant          

(Deut. 27:5-8) 

Verses 5-7 call for an altar built out of uncut stones. Just has the 

sacrificial animals were not to have any blemishes so the stones of 

the altar were to be whole and unaltered by man. It reminds me of    

2 Samuel 6 when David was bringing back the ark of God and Uzzah 

reached for the ark thinking to rescue it from falling into the dirt, but 

God struck Him dead for his irreverence. How instinctive irreverence 

is to us to assume that it would be better for the sinful hand of man to 

touch what is holy than for it to fall in the dirt. Yet dirt has never 

rebelled against is Creator. The dirt is not sinful nor does it defile; 

only the sinful hand of man can do that. The altar was to be built out 

of uncut stone fit for God’s holiness.  

On this altar they were to sacrifice burnt offerings and peace 

offerings. Burnt offerings were to atone for sin. It seems only natural 

that after engraving the law of God on pillars of stone which 

revealed the waywardness of their hearts and the sinfulness of their 

lives that they would offer up sacrifices for their sin. Yet it also 

highlights the only means by which they could settle in the Promised 

Land and walk in a covenant relationship with God was by means of 

grace. By grace God had brought them out of Egypt, by grace he had 

led them through the wilderness for 40 years, by grace would bring 

them into the land and by grace and grace alone would they remain 

in the land.  

Israel had much to be grateful for and so they were to offer up 

peace/fellowship offerings in a joyful feast thanksgiving. Gratitude 

for God’s grace was the spirit of worship that was to fill this land and 

it is to be the aroma of our lives in response to the undeserved grace 

of the cross.  

One of the greatest fallacies of modern man-centered religion is that 

it is primarily about what we do or what we believe rather than our 

dependence upon God and His grace. We must live in a constant 

awareness that as children of God, all we have and all we are is not 

the result of our doing but God’s grace.  

4. Pronouncement of Curses and blessings expressed the 

consequences of the covenant (Deut. 27:11-26) 

The final verses of chapter 27 describe a dramatic ceremony to 

embed in the people’s minds the inescapable consequences of God’s 

law. They were to station half of the tribes of Israel on Mt. Gerizim 

to bless the people. That is, they were to pronounce on all the people 

the blessings that God would bestow on them should they be faithful 

to the covenant by walking in obedience to God’s law.  

The other half of the tribes of Israel were to be stationed on Mt. Ebal 

which next to Mt. Gerizim. Those on Mt. Ebal were to announce the 

curses that God would bring upon His people if the broke the 

covenant by failing to obey His law. Each time one of the curses was 

pronounced all the people were then to respond by saying, “Amen!” 

In essence, they were to agree with the consequences that they would 

receive for violating God’s commandments. In modern terms this is 



similar to “informed consent.” Amen means “so be it.” In other 

words, they are saying, “when I sin against you in these ways, let 

curse fall on me. Bring the judgment of God on me when I break 

your commandments.”  

Chapter 28 (next week) fills in more of the details of the blessings 

and curses, but chapter 27 ends with a sample of some of the curses.  

Verse 15 begins with the first two commandments [vs. 15]. In other 

words, to have any loyalty in their life that threatened God’s 

supremacy in their hearts was to invite a curse upon themselves.  

The next curse listed here has to do with the family [vs. 16].  

The next 3 curses have to do with social justice [vs. 17-19].  

    *Note how we are moving from God, to family, to society.  

 

The next 4 curses (vs. 20-23) have to do with sexual impurity which 

violates God’s honor, the family, and society.  

 

In vs. 24-25 there are curses confirmed on those who violate the 

sanctity of human life.  

 

The final curse in vs. 26 is comprehensive: “cursed is he who does 

not confirm the words of this law, by doing them”—cursed is he who 

does not obey God’s commandments—“and all the people shall say, 

‘Amen.’” 

 

NOTE that there is a theme of secrecy here in these verses. It’s explicit in  

vs. 15 and 24 but also implied by the very nature of many of these sins such 

as sexual sin. One can’t help but notice here that even when a sin is done in 

secret, you can’t escape the inevitable consequences of God’s punishment 

because sin always comes with a curse.   

 

Step back for a moment: When you look over just this sampling of the curses 

for violating God’s commands, which one of us here today has not 

repeatedly invited upon ourselves the curse of God’s wrath?  

� Pursuing other interests at the expense of our love for Jesus 

� Family wars fought over the kingdom of self 

� Sexual impurity 

� Failing to love our neighbor as ourselves 

 

Do you see now why I say so many people are groping around as though they 

are blind in the middle of the day? They have a form of religion but live as 

though they are completely oblivious to the fact that the consequences of 

God’s law are inescapable. The ultimate reality of this earth-bound life is that 

everything you do invokes either a positive or negative response from God.  

 

How often I wish I could awaken sleep-walkers and say to them… 

� Can’t you see that the direction of your life is away from the blessing 

of God? 

� Can’t you see that the relationship you are pursing with this 

boyfriend is leading you to a broken heart rather than blessing? 

� Can’t you see that your lack of financial stewardship is leading you 

to bondage rather than the blessing of trusting God? 

� Can’t you see that your lack of intentional discipleship with your 

family is pulling of the anchor of your children’s lives? 

� Can’t you see that your casual thinking, unchecked and transformed 

by God’s word is producing barrenness in your life? 

 

You must always think God-ward first! What has God said in His Word and 

how can I please Him above all else in this matter at hand?  

 

The sobering reality is that every one of us has repeatedly welcomed the 

curse of God’s wrath upon us by our sin.  

 

If I were to leave you there this message would be one of utter hopelessness. 

Yet Deuteronomy 27 is not the final chapter of the Bible. The great hope we 

have is that Jesus came to take the curse of our sin upon Himself. He came to 

offer us a new covenant of grace.  

 

The only way for you to be in a covenant relationship with God today is 

through personal faith in Jesus Christ that repents (turns away) from your 

former life of sinful independence from God. Either you are in Christ and 



therefore in a new covenant relationship with God or you are alienated from 

God.  

� If you have not surrendered your life to Jesus Christ as Lord, you are 

living under all the curses of God’s law. Everything you do, 

regardless of how good it feels now, only leads to a final day of 

reckoning and judgment. If you do not have Jesus, you do not have 

God’s love.  

� If you have come under the Lordship of Christ through repentance of 

sin and personal faith, then everything you do leads you to one of 

two entirely different experiences of the love of God. Either the path 

of obedience leads you to the blessing of His love or the path of 

disobedience is leading you to experience the discipline of God’s 

love (Heb. 12:6—“those whom the Lord loves He disciplines).  

If you have Jesus you will always have God’s love, even when His 

love brings you the severe pain of discipline.  

 

What do we see in this emphasis on curses? Ironically, what we see is the 

goodness of God. So good, that he will punish all sin and evil. So good, that 

He must punish your sin. Ultimately that will be done either in the lake of 

fire, eternal hell, or at the cross of Jesus Christ. Jesus took upon Himself the 

curse of our sin, died under its weight bearing the punishment and 

condemnation our sin deserved. And having fully served the sentence for our 

sin-curse—having fully satisfied the Father’s just wrath, He was raised to 

offer life to all who put their trust in Him. Only in Christ can God’s favor be 

ours for there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus.  

 

� Look back over the last 10 years of your life.  

� What about today? Are you clinging to any sins in your life now that 

you would not want God to curse?  

� Consider eternity. Has there been a distinctive turning point in your 

life away from sin and toward Christ?  

 

Turn to Jesus today. Lay down your vain attempts to produce your own 

perfect record of living before God. His law requires perfect righteousness 

which can only be found in Christ.  

 

 

 


